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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
 

JULIAN SAMORA, Ph.D. 
 

Born March 1, 1920, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 
Died February 2, 1996, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL TRAINING:  
 
1942   B.A., Adams State College of Colorado 
1947   M.S., Colorado State University 
1953   Ph.D., Washington University, St. Louis 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE:  
 
1942-43  Huerfano County High School, Walsenburg, Colorado 
1944-45  Adams State College of Colorado 
1948-49  University of Wisconsin, Teaching Assistant 
1949-50  Washington University, Teaching Assistant 
1955-57  University of Colorado School of Medicine, Assistant Professor of             

Preventive Medicine and Public Health 
1957-59 Michigan State University, Assistant Professor, Sociology and Anthropology  
1959-85       University of Notre Dame, Professor of Sociology and Anthropology 
1963-66       Head of Department     
1971-85       Director of the Mexican-American Graduate Studies Program 
1981-84       Director of Graduate Studies Program  
 
VISITING PROFESSOR:  
 
1954 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 
1955 Michigan State University, East Lansing  
1963 Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogotá, Columbia  
1964 University of California, Los Angeles   
1971 University of Texas, Austin  
1987  Martin Luther King – Rosa Parks Visiting Professor at University of Michigan,   Ann 

Arbor 
1992  Michigan State University, East Lansing  
OTHER EXPERIENCE:  
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FIELDWORK:  
 

Several communities in Colorado, New Mexico, and Michigan; Denver General 
Hospital; Bogotá, Colombia; East Chicago, Indiana; U.S.-Mexico Border Area.  

 
FOREIGN WORK:  
 

Program Advisor in Population, Ford Foundation, Mexico and Central America; 
Universidad de Colombia, Visiting Professor.  

 
CONSULTANT:  
 

  U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, U.S. Public Health Service, Rosenburg 
Foundation, Ford Foundation, John Hay Whitney Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, National Institutes of Mental Health, 
Weatherhead Foundation, U.S. Human Resources Corporation, Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, Inc., Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Labor, National 
Science Foundation, W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  
 

COMMISSIONER: 
 

Colorado Anti-discrimination Commission, National Upward Bound, President's 
Commission on Rural Poverty, President’s Commission on Income 
Maintenance Program, Indiana Civil Right Commission.   

 
COMMITTEE OR BOARD MEMBER: 
 

Mexican-American Legal Defense & Education Fund, National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, National Advisory Committee to Bureau of the Census, 
National Advisory Committee to Immigration and Citizenship Conference, 
National Advisory Committee to U.S.-Mexico Border Research Program, 
National Advisory Committee to Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic 
Groups, Committee on Opportunities in Science, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Council on Foundations, University of Notre Dame 
Press, Allocations Committee for United Way.  

 
EDITORIAL BOARDS:  

 
Ethnicity: An Interdisciplinary Journal of the Study of Ethnic Relations: 
Migration Today;  
Nuestro;  
Latin American Research Review.  
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
1969  La Raza - The Mexican-Americans.  Palo Alto, Multi-Media Productions, 

Inc.,  
1970  The Map Study of Mexican –American Historical Development.  Hearne 

Brothers, Detroit, Michigan 
1987  National Advisory council to the Smithsonian Institution to advise the 

National Museum of American History on the formation of a program in 
Hispanic American History. 

 
GRANTS ADMINISTERED:  
 

1960     $12,000.00 U.S. Commission on Civil Rights  
      National Study of Spanish-Speaking People 
 
1967  $149,000.00  Ford Foundation 

    Teaching, Research and Service Project in 
Population in Mexico and Central America 

 
1968   $140,000.00  Ford Foundation    
      U.S.-Mexico Border Research 
 
1971   $449,545.00   Ford Foundation 

    To produce scholars and scholarly materials 
in the field of Mexican-American Studies 

 
1972   $100,000.00   Continuing Education Branch National 

Institutes of           Mental Health, Chairman’s Grant 
 
1973-75   $51,000.00  John Hay Whitney Foundation 
      Research on Texas Rangers 
 
1975    $30,000.00    Ford Foundation 

    Dilemmas and Issues of the U.S.-Mexico 
Border 

1978-81  $380,500.00  U.S. Office of Education Fellowships 
1981-83  $472,900.00  U.S. Office of Education Fellowships 
 
TOTAL $1,784,945.00 
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AWARDS:   
 

1938-42 The Frederick G. Bonfils Foundation Scholarship 
1943   The Office of Inter-American Affairs, tuition scholarship 
1943-44 The Institute of International Education, scholarship 
1943-44 Colorado State University, research fellowship 
1950  Hermans Fellowship, Washington University 
1951-52 John Hay Whitney Foundation, fellowship 
1978   Sydney Spivack Fellowship, American Sociological Association 
1979   La Raza Award, National Council of La Raza 
1979  Hispanic Scholarship in the Humanities, National Endowment for the  

Humanities 
1980    Citation, Mexican-American Legal Defense and Education Fund 
1980   Honorary Doctor of Laws, Word College 
1981   Honor Alumnus, Colorado State University 
1981    Emily M. Schossberger Award, University of Notre Dame Press 
1982   Hispanic Heritage Committee, South Bend, Indiana, citation 
1983    The National Association for Chicano Studies, NACS scholar citation  

         1985   Special Presidential Award, University of Notre Dame  
Retirement Symposium --Julian Samora: A Legacy of Chicano  
Scholarship and the Social World, University of Notre Dame 
Achievement Award, Adams State College 
Colorado Alumnus Award: Medalla de Honor 
The National Hispanic University, Oakland, California 
Midwest Latino Council on Higher Education; retirement citation 

 1988   Rockefeller Foundation - Visiting Scholar - Bellagio, Italy  
1989   Inauguration of The Julian Samora Research Institute, Michigan State   

University  
1990   University of Washington, Seattle, Washington - Visiting Scholar 
  Orden Del Aguila Azteca (Order of the Aztec Eagle) presented by the  

Government of Mexico  
1991   President Carlos Salinas de Gatori Medal, National Council of La Raza 
  Citation, The Open Mind, Boulder, Colorado 
1992  Lecturer, Dr. Ernesto Galarza Lecture Series - Stanford University,         
                 Palo Alto, California 

 Director’s Award, The Midwest Region of the Patricia Roberts Harris      
    Program (formerly GPOP)  

1993  Award for contributions to Mexican-American Studies, Tucson, 
             Arizona 
   The Order of Cuatemoc, The University of Southern California 
   Circulo Doverdo Award, Lansing, Michigan 

1994   Keys to the City, Los Angeles, California  
Lifetime Achievement Award, Cal-Poly University, Pomona  
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PUBLICATIONS:  
 

“Minority Leadership in a Bi-Cultural Community: An Analysis”, American Sociological 
Review, August 1954 (with J.B. Watson.  Reprinted in The Bobbs-Merrill Reprint in 
Social Sciences; George H. Conklin, Readings in Sociology: An Introduction; F. Chris 
Garcia, La Causa Politica: A Chicano Politics Reader, 1974.  

 
“A Medical Care Program in a Colorado Community”, Health, Culture and 
Community, Benjamin Paul (ed.), Russell Sage Foundation, New York, 1955 (with 
Lyle Saunders).  

 
“Language Usage as a Possible Index of Acculturation”, Sociology and Social 
Research, May-June 1956 (with W.N. Deane).  

 
“Education and Social Change in Latin America”, special issue of Rural Sociology, Vol. 
25; No. 1, March 1960 (co-editor with M.A. Beegle).  

 
“The Social Scientist as Researcher and Teacher in the Medical School”, Journal of 
Health and Human Behavior, Vol. 1; Spring 1960 

 
“Medical Vocabulary Knowledge Among Hospital Patients”, Journal of Health and 
Human Behavior, Vol. 2, Summer 1961 (with Lyle Saunders and R.F. Larson) 
Reprinted in: Social Interaction and Patient Care, James K. Skipper, Jr., and Robert 
C. Leonard (editors), J.B. Lippincott Co., 1965, pp. 278-291; reprinted also in: 
Medical Care, Readings in the Sociology of Medical Institutions, W. Richard Scott and 
Edmund H. Volkhart (editors), John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1966, pp. 292-302.  

 
“Rural Families in an Urban Setting: A Study in Persistence and Change”, Journal of 
Human Relations, August 1961.  (Vol. 9; No. 4, pp. 494-503).  

 
“Conceptions of Health and Disease Among Spanish-Americans”, American Catholic 
Sociological Review, Winter 1961.  

 
“Occupational Stratification in Four Southwestern Communities: A Study of Ethnic 
Differential Employment in Hospitals”, (with W.V. D’Antonio), Social Forces, Vol. 41; 
No. 1, October 1962.  Reprinted in: John H. Burma, Mexican-Americans in the United 
States: A Reader. 
 
 “The Educational Status of a Minority”, Theory into Practice, June 1963.  

 
The Movement of Spanish Youth from Rural to Urban Settings, (with D.N. Barrett), A 
report for the National Committee for Children and Youth.  



 
 6 

 



 
 7 

National Study of the Spanish-Speaking People.  A report for the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights.  

 
“Las Ciencias Sociales en la Ensenanza y en La Investigacion”, with Orlando Fals-
Borda and Virginia de Pineda, Medicina y Desarrollo Economico - La Contribucion de 
la Educacion a law Tareas del Desarrollo Economico-Social.  

 
La Raza: Forgotten Americans, University of Notre Dame Press, 1966 (editor).  

 
Mexican-Americans in a Midwest Metropolis - A Study of East Chicago (with Richard 
A. Lamanna). Mexican-American Study Project, Graduate School of Business 
Administration, University of California, Los Angeles, 1967.  

 
“Recent Trends in Educational Status of Mexican-Americans in Texas”, (with Richard 
A. Lamanna). Improving Educational Opportunities of the Mexican-American, San 
Antonio, 1967, pp. 20-41.  

 
“Communications between Physicians and Patients in Outpatient Clinics, Social and 
Cultural Factors”, (with Antonio Ordeonez Plaja and Lucy M. Cohen).  The Milbank 
Memorial Fund Quarterly.  Vol. XL VI; No. 2, Part I, April 1968.  

 
Mexican-Americans in the Southwest, McNally & Loftin, 1969 (with Ernesto Galarza 
and Herman Gallegos).  

 
Research and Scholarly Activity, Chicano Studies Institutes (with Ernesto Galarza), 
Coordinated by Montel Systems, Inc., 1970. 

 
“The Education of the Spanish-Speaking in the Southwest: An Analysis of the 1960 
Census Materials”, in H.S. Johnson and W.J. Hernandez-M., Educating the Mexican-
American, Valley Forge, Judson Press, 1970.  

 
Los Mojados: The Wetback Story.  The University of Notre Dame Press, 1971.  

 
“Mexican-Americans in a Midwest Metropolis”, (with R. Lamanna), in Racial and 
Ethnic Relations, Selected Readings, B.E. Segal (editor), New York, Thomas Y. 
Crowell, Co., Second Edition, 1972.  
 
“Introduction”, in Eugene Nelson, Pablo Cruz and the American Dream.  Peregrine 
Smith, Inc., 1975.  

 
“Mexican Immigration”, in Gus Tyler (editor), Mexican-Americans Tomorrow, 
University of New Mexico Press, 1975.  
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“George Sanchez and Testing”, (with R. Lopez) in Americo Paredes (editor) 
Humanidad: Essays in Memory of George I. Sanchez, Aztlan Publication, 1977.  

 
A History of the Mexican-American People (with P.V. Simon), University of Notre 
Dame Press, 1977.  

 
Gunpowder Justice: A Reassessment of the Texas Rangers (with J. Bernal and A. 
Pena), University of Notre Dame Press, 1979.  

 
“La Familia de La Raza”, in Hispanics and Grantmakers: A Special Report of 
Foundation News.  Council on Foundations, Inc., Washington, D.C., 1981.  

 
“Education of Hispanics in Power”, Alacoque (editors), In Words Commemorated: 
Essays Celebrating the Centennial of Incarnate Word College.  San Antonio, Incarnate 
Word College, 1982.  
 
“Mestizaje, the Formation of a People", Dr. Ernesto Galarza Lecture Series, Stanford 
University, 1992 

 
 


